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Bai Juyi, who was a representative of Yuan Bai Poem Group, is a famous poet in the 
mid-period of Tang Dynasty. “Prose is for era, and poet is for event.” He claimed. 
Thus his poems were common and easy. Poems he used to communicate with Yuan 
Zhen and expressed his leisure mentality are great and popular among people. 
However, people paid less attention to Bai Juyi’s prose, especially practical ones. 
According to the book of Bai Juyi’s Works, which was checked and punctuated by Gu 
Xuejie and published by Zhong Hua Book Company in 1961, he has seventy-three 
volumes works. Apart from the narrative and reasonable articles, such as inscriptions, 
eulogy, proverbs, ballads, the Ket, funeral orations, epitaphs, letters, notes, tablets and 
so on, the practical ones like a hundred simulation cases, strategies, memorials to the 
throne, imperial edicts and mandates account for twenty-one volumes. Precursors’ 
studies on his prose, either focused on a certain kind like a hundred simulation cases 
or strategies, or made it as a whole with a general study. Their studies of Bai Juyi’s 
thoughts were mostly based on poems. They focused on his concept of life, as well as 
Buddhism and Taoism in the middle and later periods, rather than Confucianism in the 
early period. But few intentionally centered the practical prose, as well as the within 
thoughts. Basing on the precursors’ achievements, this paper transfer the attention 
from the middle and later periods to the early period, change the isolated or general 
study of early works to systematic research, trying to restore the prose’s original value. 
For example, the imperial examination prose and official documents are for the era, 
for the event, and for the emperor. It studies the thoughts within a hundred simulation 
cases, strategies, memorials to the throne, imperial edicts and mandates and so on.  
This paper consists of three parts: introduction, text and summary. The 
introduction is about the life of Bai Juyi and the creating of his practical prose. The 
text has three chapters: 
The first chapter is about being an emperor, referring to related prose and 
historical materials. It is divided into two sections. In the first section, the paper 
summarizes his thoughts as how to learn from the past and the present. For example, 
integrate loyalty, reverence, appearance and essence of people, inherit and reform 
liyue Tradition, renew poem-collecting system and so on. The second section is about 
moral cultivation and personal development, including showing integrity to his 
















The second chapter is about officers’ management, referring to related prose like 
a hundred simulation cases, strategies, memorials to the throne, imperial edicts and 
mandates, as well as historical records and systems of that period. It is divided into 
two sections. The first section is how to select extraordinary people for the country, by 
means of well treating and appointing family members, selecting talents fairly through 
examination, recruiting people with appropriate etiquette. The second section is about 
official system reformation, through declaring giving-and-repaying, increasing wage 
and welfare and regulating promotion. 
The third chapter is about civilians’ management, referring to related prose like 
simulation cases, strategies, memorials to the throne, as well as traditional civilization 
thoughts and systems of that time. It is divided into two sections. The first section is 
about making people rich through the emperor’s kindness. For example, improve hedi, 
let people go back to agriculture and share the profit of some government-dominant 
industries. The second section is about civilizing. He approves of Confucianism, so he 
suggests lighter punishment and absolution. He follows Taoism, advocating nature 
and simplicity. He is against Buddhism for it does harm to people’s life. 
Summary gives the conclusion of this paper. 
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